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established in the law courts has been abandoned, and other
awkward obstacles have been removed to suit the new
lay-out—those who know the Punjab will realize what a
wonderful spring has been touched to make all this possible!1
The stimulus of successful co-operation, the realization
that joint effort will defeat every difficulty, and the
complete break with the past involved in giving up their
ancestral land has at last roused the people to make a real
job of it and to put their homes, farms, and village right
with one big co-operative effort. So much so that I am
tempted to suggest that the whole of the efforts of rural
reconstruction—outside the Canal Colonies, of course,
where the holdings are not yet fragmented—should be
confined to the area where consolidation has been or is
being carried out, and the biggest share of all money
available should go to the organizing of further consolida-
tion. Not that consolidation should be done free of charge.
Nothing should be free of charge. Those who really want
consolidation—and it is no use touching those who do not
really want it—are only too willing to pay at least a share
of the cost, and are already doing so. The law recently
passed to assist this work may enable the cost to be reduced,
but a certain amount of public money will always be
wanted, and this should be found without stint, and the
organization of co-operative consolidation developed to the
maximum that is possible without reduction in the quality
of the work or in that most essential part of all rural work,
supervision.
One mark, and alas only too rare a mark, of a good
bank is a number of debt-free members who have joined,
1 Many villagers from the tract where this is going on have
spent a large part of their lives abroad. They have seen better
things and are determined to have them in their own homes.

